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TIMELINES

Regrettably, the timelines in the first printing of The Broadcast Century and Beyond, Fifth Edition, included some errors in the timelines for Chapter 10 The New Century. The majority of the errors occur beyond the year of 2004. Throughout the book, world events appear on the top section of the timelines, while broadcasting-related events appear on the bottom section of the timelines. Unfortunately, after 2004, some of these have been mixed up, and a few events are missing. 

Corrections will be made for the book in the first available subsequent printing. In the interim, what follows is a correct version of the timelines, formatted in easy-to-read tables with worldwide events appearing on the left, and broadcasting events appearing on the right. 
Focal Press apologizes for any inconvenience. 

2000 
	2000 World Events
	2000 Broadcasting Events

	Media mergers still top story as new century unfolds.
	LPTV and micro-radio continue their struggle to be seen and heard.

	Y2K worries unfounded.
	Thousands of radio stations available on Internet as web receivers hit market.



	Vladimir Putin elected president of Russia.
	Napster does battle with courts and record companies.



	Pope issues apology for Catholic Church.
	One-hundred twenty stations offer DTV signals.



	Elian Gonzalez creates crisis with Cuba.
	Survivor on CBS scores huge ratings and marks programming trend.



	Antitrust suit seeks breakup of Microsoft.
	Prime-time advertising on cable surpasses that on broadcast television.



	George W. Bush and Al Gore are major parties’ Presidential nominees.
	FCC suspends political attack rule. 



	Half of U.S. population uses Internet.
	Radio and TV offer extensive continuing coverage of flawed presidential election results 
for weeks after election.



	
	FCC authorizes 255 low-power radio station licenses.



	
	Reality TV attracts large audience.



	
	AOL and Time Warner announce merger.


2001
	2001World Events
	2001 Broadcasting Events

	George W. Bush becomes 43rd president.
	FCC approves AOL and Time Warner merger.



	Terrorists attack WTC and Pentagon.
	Digital wide-screen TV market attracting customers.



	Anthrax scare grips nation.
	Comcast becomes largest cable MSO.



	United States and United Kingdom attack Taliban.
	Viacom buys BET.



	Enron bankruptcy creates worldwide economic crisis.
	Average American adult watches 4 hours of TV daily.




2002
	2002 World Events
	2002 Broadcasting Events 

	Work continues at Ground Zero.
	HDTV service available in several cities.

	Putin and Bush sign nuclear treaty.
	Milton Berle (“Mr. Television”) dies.

	Messages received from Osama bin Laden.
	DVD sales pass VCR sales.

	Catholic Church sexual-abuse crisis deepens.
	MTV reality show “The Osbournes” debuts.

	North Korea violates nuclear arms treaty.
	Sirius begins digital satellite radio service.

	Department of Homeland Security created.
	Digital Television Promotion Act introduced in Senate.

	
	MTV reaches 250 million homes worldwide.


2003
	2003 World Events
	2003 Broadcasting Events

	Space Shuttle Columbia explodes.
	Apple iPods offer new audio option.

	President Bush declares war in Iraq.
	Audience for satellite radio grows.

	United States invades Iraq.
	TiVo claims 1 million subscribers.

	Saddam Hussein captured.
	NPR receives $200 million inheritance.

	
	First lesbian sex scene on network TV.

	
	FCC proposes elimination of TV ownership caps.

	
	Rupert Murdock gains control of DirecTV.

	
	Les Tremayne, star of radio dramas, dies.

	
	Intelsat has more than 20 communication satellites in orbit.


2004

	2004 World Events
	2004 Broadcasting Events

	NASA lands unmanned explorer on surface of Mars.
	Comcast bids $54 billion for Walt Disney Co.

	Bush elected to second term.
	Indecency controversy prompts broadcasters to examine content.


2005

	2005 World Events
	2005 Broadcasting Events

	Hurricane Katrina devastates New Orleans.
	Illegal downloading concerns heat up.

	London bombed by Islamic terrorists.
	NAB touts localism while promoting multiple ownership and consolidation.

	Growing concern for global warming.
	Convergence trend accelerates.

	Benedict XVI becomes new Pope.
	Longtime NAB boss, Eddie Fritts, retires.

	Saddam Hussein goes on trial.
	


2006

	2006 World Events
	2006 Broadcasting Events

	U.S. population reaches 300 billion.
	Nielsen extends its research to Internet.

	Number of inmates in U.S. prisons at all-time high.
	FCC boosts maximum fine for indecency.

	Billions spent constructing walls on U.S./Mexico border.
	Media news budgets tighten as revenues decline.

	North Korea test fires missile in defiance of U.N. ban.
	Katie Couric becomes first woman to solo-anchor “CBS Evening News.”


2007

	2007 World Events
	2007 Broadcasting Events

	Bush approves domestic eavesdropping.
	Ratings for network shows continue to slide.

	Former President Ford dies.
	Cross-ownership in top 20 markets allowed by FCC.

	Nancy Pelosi becomes first woman Speaker of the House.  
	WGA strike benefits reality shows.

	Scooter Libby convicted in CIA leak case.
	Issue of “net-neutrality” comes to fore.

	Beleaguered Attorney General, Alberto Gonzales, resigns.
	


2008

	2008 World Events
	2008 Broadcasting Events

	Economy crumbles under weight of Wall Street corruption.
	TV’s coverage of Beijing Olympics lauded. 

	4000th U.S. death in Iraq.
	Programming designed as alternative to conservative pundits increases.

	Same sex marriages performed in California.
	Bloggers impact traditional news media.

	Taliban resurgence in Afghanistan.
	Concern over programming diversity continues.

	Senate passes economic bailout plan.
	

	Military surge in Iraq reduces casualties.
	

	Barack Obama elected President.
	


2009

	2009 World Events
	2009 Broadcasting Events

	Obama sworn in as 44th U.S. President.
	XM/Sirius Satellite Radio merge.

	Major U.S. newspapers face bankruptcy.
	Digital television switchover takes place after delay.

	iPhone acquires more than 10K apps.
	Radio continues to bleed young music listeners.

	Fighting in Afghanistan intensifies.  
	New FCC Chair installed.

	Iran presidential election results challenged by massive protests.
	NAB head resigns after short tenure.

	Pop music icon, Michael Jackson, dies.
	Death of Michael Jackson dominates news.

	Ethnic unrest in China increases.
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